Atslégai piemit Tpasa, varetu pat teikt, mazliet mistiska simboliska
nozime. Kap&c? Ikdieniski runajot — tai ir sp&ja gan atslégt, gan aizda-
rit: atvert durvis uz konkrétu telpu, dot piekluvi bagatibam vai arT §1s
iespjas liegt. Atslegai piemit vara, kas to paaugstina, pace] pari citiem

objektiem lietu pasaulé.

Antikaja romieSu dievu saimé atrodams durvju un vartu dievs Jans
(reizém Januss). Janu, laikam ritot, saka pieliigt ka visa aizsakuma
(ricibas, darbibu) dievu — tam tika veltita ritausma, arT gada pirmais
menesis janvaris (Januarius) savu nosaukumu guvis no Jana varda.
Pie nozimigam ieejam — svétnica vai nocietinajuma — tika izvietotas

Jana statujas: viena un ta pasa t€la pretgji versti profili.

Japana atsléga tiek uzskatita par veiksmes zimi, jo ta simboliski atver

durvis uz apsléptiem gara dargumiem.

Ar kristietibu saistitajos makslas darbos divas atslégas atspogulo
Sv. P&tera varu: atvert gan paradizes, gan elles vartus. ArT pavesta

gerboni redzam divas atslégas.

Savukart viduslaikos atslégu nodoSanas ritualam bija simboliska nozi-

me: ta bija pilniga varas parpemsana.

Pasakas un teikas atsléga nereti simbolizé dazadus $kerslus, kas japar-

var, lai nonaktu pie noslépuma atminé$anas.

Ar latvieSu tautas tic€jumos ikdiena lietotais prickSmets saistits gan
ar pattkamiem briziem, gan dazadam kezam: "Kad atrod atslégu, tad
biis laime", "Ja atslégas cauruma pis, tad velns nak majas”, "Atslégas

nedrikst likt uz galda, tad majas naids celas"...

Mazas zelta mongtinas "Atslédzina" makslinieciskajai ierosmei kal-
pojis latviesu kultiiras mantojums — piiralades slédzene un apkalumi,
kurus senie amatnieki darinaja izsmalcinati greznus. Savulaik piiralade
bija kazu rituala nozimiga sastavdala — ta ar zirgiem tika vesta uz vira

majam, un lades izskats vestija par meitas gimenes rocibu.

Tacu piiraladé zemnieku meita tur€ja ne tikai mantiskas lietas — ta bija

ar1 savdabiga vinas personiskas telpas, sapnu un noslépumu glabatava.

Nominalvértiba — 5 eiro, svars — 1.24 g,
diametrs — 13.92 mm, metals — 999.9° zelts,
kvalitate — proof, monétas josta — rievota.

Monétas dizainu izstradajis Laimonis Senbergs,
tas gipsa modeli veidojusi Ligita Franckevica.
Mongta kalta Koninklijke Nederlandse Munt (Niderlande).

Face value: 5 euro; weight: 1.24 g;
diameter: 13.92 mm; metal: gold of .9999 fineness;
quality: proof; edge: reeded.
The coin has been designed by Laimonis Senbergs
and modelled by Ligita Franckevica.
The coin has been struck by Koninklijke Nederlandse Munt (the Netherlands).



A key bears a special, one may even say, a slightly mystical symbolic
meaning. Why? To put it plainly, it has the ability both to unlock and
to lock: to open the door to a particular room, grant access to riches or
to deny these opportunities. A key has the power that elevates it above

all the other objects in the world.

In the family of the ancient Roman gods, Janus was the god of doors
and gates. As the time passed, Janus was worshiped as the god of

all beginnings (actions): the dawn was devoted to him, and the first
month of the year (Januarius) was named after Janus. Statues of Janus,
opposite-facing profiles of the same image, were placed near all signif-

icant entrances, e.g. to shrines or fortifications.

In Japan, the key is seen as a sign of luck as it symbolically opens the

doors to hidden treasures of the soul.

In artworks related to Christianity, two keys reflect St. Peter's power
to open the gates of paradise and hell. There are two keys also on the
coat of arms of the Pope.

In the Medieval period, the ritual of handing over the keys played a

symbolic role: it was a complete takeover of power.

In fairy tales and stories, the key often symbolises a variety of obsta-

cles that need to be overcome in order to solve a secret.

In Latvian folk wisdom, a key is associated with both pleasures and
troubles: "Who finds the key, will have the luck", "If you blow in the
keyhole, the devil will come home", "Putting the keys on the table will

bring conflicts to your home"...

Latvian cultural heritage, the lock and the fittings of a hope chest,
beautifully crafted by ancient artisans, served as the artistic inspiration
for the small gold coin "The Key". In the past, the hope chest was an
important part of wedding rituals: it was taken to the husband's home
in a horse-drawn cart, and the appearance of the hope chest sent a
message about the daughter family's wealth.

But the hope chest was not just for storing items; it was also the

personal space of a peasant girl where she kept her dreams and secrets.

P N

LATVIJAS BANKA

EIROSISTEMA

Informacija: +371 67022722, monetas@bank.lv
legade: www.e-monetas.lv
Latvijas Bankas kases
K. Valdemara iela 1B, Riga

Information: +371 67022722, coins@bank.lv
Purchase: www.e-monetas.lv
Cashier's Office
K. Valdemara iela 1B, Riga
www.bank.lv

Ar ieteikumiem mongtu uzglabasanai aicinam iepazities: www.e-monetas.v.

Please visit our website www.e-emonetas.lv for recommendations on coin storage.

ATSLEDZINA
THE KEY



