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Latvijas sabiedribas aptauja par tautas iecienitakajiem pasaules literatiiras dar-
biem giita Skietami negaidita atbilde — vairakums nobalsoja par pasaku. Tas bija
latviesu dzejnieka, prozaika un politika Karla Skalbes (1879-1945) literarais
darbs "Kakisa dziravas". Sadu atzinibu noteica latviesu mentalitatei un dainu
idealiem tuvais humanisms un rakstnieka prasme skart cilveka dzilakas emoci-
jas. Kakisa dzirnavas sildijusies teju katra latviesa sirds un dvésele, lidzcietibas
skolu giistot arT ar asaru terapijas palidzibu, un neskaitami cilveki daudzas paau-
dz&s uz mazu kluvusi par labestibas vairotajiem.

Pasaka izversts smeldzigs laba un |auna pretstatfjums. Centralais t&ls un labesti-
bas iemiesojums ir Baltais kakitis — melderis. Pasakas ievada uzburts roman-
tisks labklajibas t&lojums. "Reiz vecos laikos, kad tie labie gadi bij, vienam ka-
kitim bij dzirnavas. Vinas gaja dien' un nakti: murra, murra, murr... (..) Pats
melderis balta kazoka staigdja un skaitTja maisus — riekstu maisus un mandelu
maisus."

Pretstata likts launais un bagatais Melnais runcis, kam pakalpo pat velni. Tas
iedzen Melderkakiti posta un nabadziba. Pasakas rit¢juma vinu piemekIe netais-
nibas, cieSanu, parestibu giizma un klaidona izmisigais liktenis, lidz $kiet, ka
melnais launums uzvargjis un parnemis visu zemi un kakTtis palicis viens un
pamests nelaimes dzirnas.

Tacu, ka jau tas pasakas pienemts, labestiba atkal giist parsvaru. Dzirnavu Balta
kakiSa bedigas gaitas beidzot krustojas ar pasaules z€labas un lidzcietibas mo-
kas sirgstosa Kenina nedienam. Nu Kakitis, daloties ar savu nelaimigo dzives
pieredzi, beidzot rod dzirdigas ausis un atsaucigu sirdi. K&nins ir gatavs izman-
tot valdnieka varu un bargi sodit visus neliesus, tacu kakitis pauz piedoSanu bi-
jusajiem paridaritajiem. "Ei, kénin, es nepieminu Jaunu. Sie mazie laudis ir tik
zinkarigi. Vini vél nezin, ka sap. Vini grib redzet sapes un priecajas, kad kakis
mokas. Gan dzive ievainos vinu jaunas dvéseles, un tie zinas, ka sap. Tad mes
vél paliksim labi draugi."

Pasakas kodols ir morala atzina: nevairo launumu un macies piedot. Sai vertibai
lidzas ir godigums, darba tikums un milestiba. Pasakas daudzslanainais domu
kartojums ir noderigs jebkura vecuma.

Karla Skalbes literarais meistardarbs tapis 1913. gada, kad nosledzas vina
15 ménesus ilgais apcietindgjums par atbalsta pausanu 1905. gada revolicijai
paga dibinataja un redigétaja zurnala "Kavi". Zurnals tika slagts, bet pret Karli
Skalbi tika ierosinata tiesas prava. Vin§ mégindja no tas izvairities, dodoties
piecus gadus ilga emigracija uz Somiju, Sveici un Norvégiju. 1909. gada vins
tomér atgriezas Riga un lidz arestam 1911. gada uztur€jas Vecmilgravja Burt-
nieku nama, ko uzturja slavenais latviesu riipnieks un mecenats Augusts Dom-
brovskis (1845-1927).

"KakiSa dzirnavas" ietilpst krajuma "Ziemas pasakas", kur ietvertas vél astonas
citas Kar]a Skalbes pasakas. Dala no tam tapa, rakstniekam atrodoties cietuma.
Musdienas Sis krajums kopa ar pasaku "KakiSa dzirnavas" ieklauts Latvijas kul-
tiiras kanona.

"Un ta notika. Kakitis dabiija atpakal savas dzirnavinas. Velni aizrava melno
runci ar visu naudas 1adi purva, jo dzive dzirnavas vigpiem palika nedrosa. Un
kakitis atkal stavéja savas dzirnavas balta kazoka. Un gaja atkal vala riekstu
gangi un mandelu gangi — murr-murr-murr..."

Augstu vertgjot Karla Skalbes ieguldijumu labestibas vairosana un latvisku ide-
alu daudzinasana, Latvijas Banka izlaiz kolekcijas monétu "KakiSa dzirnavas"
ar rakstnieka vestijumu: "Kap&c vairot sapes? Lai vairojas labak prieks."

Nominalvertiba — 5 eiro, svars — 22.00 g,

diametrs — 35.00 mm, metals — kvalitate — proof,

mongtas josta — ar uzrakstu.

dizainu izstradajusi Elina Braslina,
tas g modeli veidojusi Ligita Franckevica.
Mongta kalta UAB Lietuvos monety kalykla (Lietuva).

Face value: 5 euro; weight: 22.00 g; diameter: 35.00 mm;
metal: silver of .925 fineness; quality: proof;
edge: lettered.

The coin has been designed by Elina Braslina
and modelled by Ligita Francke

The coin has been struck by UAB Lietuvos monety kalykla (Lithuania).

A public opinion poll concerning the nation's most favourite literary works in
Latvia came up with a seemingly unexpected answer. The majority voted for a
fairy tale. It was a literary fairy tale "Cat's Mill" by Latvian poet, prose-writer
and politician Karlis Skalbe (1879-1945). People love this tale for its benevo-
lence which is so close to the Latvian mentality and folk song ideals as well as
the writer's talent to evoke the deepest human emotions. The cat's mill has filled
the heart and soul of nearly every Latvian with warm compassion through some
tear therapy and made countless readers of many generations ambassadors of
goodness for life.

The fairy tale features a juxtaposition of the good and the evil. The central image
of the tale and a symbol of the good is the White Cat owning a mill. The fairy
tale opens with a romantic description of well-being and prosperity. "Once upon
a time, when the years were good, there was a cat who owned a mill. The mill
worked day and night: prrr, prrrup, prrr... (..) The miller himself was walking
around in a white coat and counting the sacks of nuts and almonds."

The vile and rich Black Cat, with devils as servants, is the White Cat's opponent.
He drives the White Cat into despair and poverty. The White Cat suffers all kinds
of injustice, pain, wrongdoing as well as the bitter fate of a homeless vagabond,
until it almost seems that the evil has triumphed and has taken over the whole uni-
verse and the poor Cat has been completely denied and abandoned by everybody.

Yet, as it usually happens in fairy tales, the goodness prevails again. The sad path
of the White Cat eventually crosses that of a King compassionately commiserat-
ing all the torment and pain of the world. The Cat can finally share his unhappy
life experience with somebody who is a good listener and has a kind heart. The
King is ready to use his powers and severely punish all wrongdoers, yet the Cat
finds forgiveness in his heart for all of them. "My King, I bear no grudge against
them. These little children are so curious. They don't know hurt yet. They want to
see pain and rejoice to see the cat suffering. Life will soon injure their young
souls and they will learn. Maybe we shall even become good friends."

The moral of the fairy tale is: do not spread evil and learn to forgive. Other
values taught by this fairy tale are honesty, diligence and love. The fairy tale's
multi-faceted message is useful at any age.

This literary masterpiece by Karlis Skalbe was created in 1913, when his
15 months confinement for supporting the revolution of 1905 in a magazine,
where he was both the founder and editor, came to an end. The magazine was
closed and a case was filed against Karlis Skalbe. He tried to escape from it by
spending five years in emigration in Finland, Switzerland and Norway. In 1909,
however, he returned to Riga. Until his arrest in 1911, he lived in Vecmilgravis,
in Burtnieki House built by the outstanding Latvian industrialist and philanthro-
pist Augusts Dombrovskis (1845-1927).

"Cat's Mill" is one of the nine fairy tales of the "Winter Tales" collection by
Karlis Skalbe. Part of them were written while he was in prison. At present, the
whole collection has been included in the Latvian Cultural Canon.

"And so it was. The Cat got back his mill. The devils snatched the Black Cat
with his money chest and whisked him away to the swamp as they no longer felt
safe to live at the mill. And the Cat stood again in front of the mill in his white
coat. And the nut grinders and almond grinders were purring again..."

In high appreciation of Karlis Skalbe's contribution to spreading the goodness
and popularising the ideals of the nation, Latvijas Banka is releasing a collector
coin "Cat's Mill" embodying a message from the writer: "Why spread pain? Let
us better spread joy."



